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About This Issue

The photographers participating in
this publication belong to the group
Gs Five Star on Facebook. Along with
thousands of photographers
enthusiasts from around the world,
they compete in photographic
challenges on the most popular
photography plataform from the
Internet called GuruShots (GS). Each
challenge can last from one to twenty-
one days, depending on the rules
stipulated fortherespective challenge.
The winner of each challenge is determined by blind voting.
Without knowing the author of a particular photograph,
participating members will cast their votes depending on personal
likes and appreciation.

Challenges have a variety of themes, such as aviation,
silhouette, sunset, wild animals, daily objects, music, light and
City.

This publication includes a brief profile of selected
photographers who are multiple winners or theme based top
individual winners in these challenges.

GS Five Star Facebook group, with its members who are
exclusively top winners, was created to exchange ideas, share
experience and expertise in the photo community.

Marco Antonio Perna

About Gurushots

Photography is a plural universe
composed of professionals with
various levels and capacities. An
important way to ascertain the
competence of photographers in
general is to analyze their
performance in contests and
photographic challenges.
Gurushots (GS) is the largest
photo challenges website on the
internet. There are hundreds of
thousands of photographers
from around the world. Each
regular challenge has its own theme and four images are
submitted by each photographer. Therefrom, the other members
will cast their votes from a random panel. The winner is decided
according to most votes achieved by the end of the challenge.
This process will last from 7 to 21 days. In another type of
challenge, called “speed”, only one photo is sent and the voting
time is 1 to 4 days. Each challenge has an average of 10 to 20
thousand participants but in exceptional cases, this number
may rise to above 150 thousand. As long as the photographer
participates and qualifies in the disputes, they climb levels of
excellence until they attain the highest level of GURU. To reach
such a level, among other requirements, the photographer
must win one of the challenges. This is an extremely difficult
task.

Flavio Souza Cruz






Editor’s Letter

Whether an avid photographer, a
beginner or it's just admiration towards
this form of art, by reading these lines it
certainly shows your interest to discover
and explore the world of photography to
some extent.

While most are contempt with simply
appreciating what they see, an artist is
always seeking some sort of recognition.

Usually, family and friends are those
who build the first milestone with their likes,
kind words and encouraging comments
but true appreciation starts with having
your work evaluated by submitting your
photographs on social networks, specialized
websites, joining photo clubs and compete
in a variety of most diverse contests around
the world.

In this second decade of the twenty-
first century the rather traditional way of
making a living out of weddings, special
events or a children’s party is steady and
often pays off.

However, if we wish to climb out from
the nutshell and evolve, readily available
tools such as a hosted training course,
printed books, editorials, magazines, sales,

evaluating of photographic equipment,
congress, engagement in tourism etc. are
all offered by numerous companies. Our
demand for such tools is significantly higher
than the number of customers contacting
us for photographing events and by doing
so, we also control the market.

Social exposure plays an important
role in determining our credentials, building
appreciation and gaining recognition. But
social exposure alone is a long road and
difficult challenge. Starting from subjective
opinions of judges, algorithms, personal
opinions, individual approach, expectations
or simply a well crafted strategy can all
determine the final outcome and craft our
way to success.

Itinvolves endless research, exploring
new styles, bending rules, compromise but
in the end it all goes down to our ability to
adjust and better ourselves on a constant
basis.

Winning multiple challenges
with various themes demands utmost
determination and hard work but it certainly
contributes to our overall portfolio and
international recognition.

Marco Antonio Perna
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GS Five Star group brings together the most successful photogra-
phers of GuruShots until year end 2018. Many thanks for all the artists
who accepted our invitation and contributed to this publication by pro-
viding their work and complementary information. Most of the featured
photographs have more than 10 overall victories, while some succeeded
to win more than 50 individual competitions. Since the number of wins
changes on constant basis. Individual accomplishments of each photog-
rapher will not be published in this editorial. For current status please
check the profile page linked to the biography of every participant.

I am particularly grateful to Abbey Gatto for revising the English
version of Editor’s Letter, Acknowledgments, Credits and About sections
of this publication.

Special thanks to www.gurushots.com for bringing us together and
providing an excellent tool for self improvement through it's competi-
tions, challenging us to explore and test our skills with various photo-
graphic themes.

Many thanks to Facebook for allowing us to connect and form a
virtual friendship through GS Five Star group.

Marco Antonio Perna
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Hotel Pousada Muxarabi

Estrada da Embratel 3100 - Extrema - Minas Gerais - Brazil

Charming mountain hotel located within a forest reserve at 1400 m
above sea level, in an area with more than 1 000 000 m2 of Atlantic Forest.
The hotel has four types of units that spread through a large green area, cut
by streams and waterfalls, with a beautiful view of the Jaguari valley, all
with their particularity and decorated with much charm and refinement.

The hotel has a Forest Reserve established in original Atlantic Forest
lands with an extension of approximately 300 000 m2 created for the
preservation of a species of ape threatened with extinction that is called
saua.

Tipuana Art Gallery is an area immersed in nature and intended to
exhibitions of the most diverse artistic manifestations and surrounded by
Tipuanas trees where on the third floor we have Sunset Café, ideal place for
a good chat and all fellow photographers are invited.

The Opera Restaurant is surrounded by greenery and it is in direct
contact with the exuberant nature of the Saua Forest Reserve, located in
the highlands of the Serra do Lopo. The menu features new dishes such
as Tilapia in Shrimp Sauce and the return of classics such as the Honey
Mustard Salmon Trout and the famous Caramel Web Coconut made by Chef
Olgierd Ligieza Stamirowski. It offers a pleasant and tasteful atmosphere
and its gourmet dishes consist of an explosion of flavors. The meals in our
restaurant are considered an opportunity for people to live together and a
form of culture and leisure that is part of the whole of one’s life.




PARATY

Marco Antonio Perna

Paraty-RJ, Brazil was elected

this year as a world heritage

site by UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization). The
inscription includes Paraty
historical center and Ilha Grande,
in Rio de Janeiro state.

This is Brazil’s first mixed
heritage site, which brings
together both cultural and
natural assets. Amongst over a
thousand world heritage locations
across 31 countries, only 39 are
nominated as mixed sites.

The book Paraty can be purchased
by contacting:

www.marcoantonioperna.com.br
mapernad@gmail.com

We are specialised in editing and
publishing high quality photo
books. Please contact us for more
details.
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raduated I.T., as Analyst Programmer Assistant,

I’'mamusicianandmusical composer, professional

videographer and hobbyist photographer. From

an early age I had a call towards nature and
animals. Currently I’'m a nature conservation activist and
passionate herpetologist (herpetology - branch of zoology
studying amphibians and reptiles).

For over two decades I had one single dream. To visit
the Grand Canyon. When it finally happened (2008), even
though I had experience in videography, the photographs I
took were deeply disappointing so I decided to self educate
in regards. I first picked up a Canon S5 IS compact camera
for later to fully transition to DSLR and interchangeable
lenses. Ever since [ work to better myself with each and every
opportunity I can grab to create something rather interesting.
Due to some unusual angles I opted for along with the
occasional digital manipulation, in 2010 I decided to brand my
work as Interesting Visual Structures. Last year (2018) [ have
spent 162 hours in 38 days studying and photographing the
ruby-throated hummingbird. It was an interesting experience
to say the least that resulted in somewhat becoming known
worldwide for my photographic work.

Themes of interest to shoot: Nature, wildlife, artistic
objects. My motivation in challenges is certainly not winning.
July the 30th, 2019, will be 2 years since I joined GuruShots.
While it’s difficult to break old habits and indeed, I’m still
participating in challenges, I much rather prefer hosting them.
Having over a dozen competitions I moderated I do enjoy
selecting exquisite work of fellow photographers through the
Guru Pick process.

Achievements: My work was exhibited on 3
occasions, once showcased @ Berlin Blue Art Gallery,
Germany. [ also had the honor having one of my artistic
objects photographs included in the Everyday Objects -
GuruShots yearly book. At Photocrowd community. Rather
modest activity with one single win but I did qualify on 16th
place in the Creative Imaginary “ category of the BPOTY2019
international competition, which from my perspective was a
considerable step ahead and nice bump to self confidence.
The first contest or photographic challenge that I participated
was Eyefetch. Sadly, the site became inactive years ago.

Abigail Drew Gatto

Abbey Gatto usa

Cluster - Hot Air Balloon Fiesta - Albuquerque, NM

Confrontation II - Polistes carolina vs. Archilochus
colubris

Photos: Abbey Gatto

— L . P »
Congo - Akgistrodon conanti (formerly known
as Agkistrodon piscivorus conanti)

Perfect Combo - 2008 Gibson Les Paul Standard & Black-
star HT-5R Valve Amp

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/IVS1/achievements
A short story and photographs of my hummingbird adventure you can find under the following
link (Interesting Visual Structures): https://interestingvisuals.wixsite.com/abbeygatto



Confrontation I - Archilochus colubris vs. Archilochus colubris - Abbey Gatto #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 11




GTP - Morelia viridis - Abbey Gatto




Asturias - Mechanical pocket watch on altered guitar tab - Abbey Gatto #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 13
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Alex Reipert s-au

am born in 1980 in the city of Sdo Paulo, Brazil and
currently work inthe federal publicservice collaborating
with the Communication Department of the Federal
University of Sao Paulo as a photographer.

I started photography in the year 2016 and until then
my passion for it only increases. My interest in photography
was born through living with friends who had been
photographing for some time. I bought a mirrorless Canon
and started a phase that would totally change my life.

The photograph has filled great gaps of my life
giving me a new way of seeing the world around me. The first
photo contest was precisely in the Gurushots, causing that
later I acquired interest by other opportunities. Nowadays |
have b.een dedicated to the photography of urban landscapes, S30 Paulo - Brazil S30 Paulo razil
but I like the segment of street photography very much. Winner challenge “City Reflections" Guru pick challenge “Umbrellas®

Gurushots is a tool that provides us with contacts
and friendships around the world, and makes us leave the
comfort zone, making us risk the great varieties of themes
proposed. This is brilliant, because it makes us learn each
day in a fun way.

Out of the challenges, I have approved 14 themes of
challenges, had 2 publications in magazines and 14 photos
exposed, 4 printed and 10 in digital format. I participated as
one of the authors of the fifth edition of Pbmag magazine
with 8 black and white photos;

I participated in the following photographic
exhibitions in the city of Sdo Paulo:

- Olido Gallery;

- Legislative Assembly of Sdo Paulo (twice);
- Vila Butanta;

- Shopping Top Center

- Federal University of Sdo Paulo;

- Minute TV (Sao Paulo subway).

Photos: Alex Reipert
Sao Paulo - Brazil - Digital Exhibition challenge “Solo Subjects"
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Lisboa, Portugal - Printed exhibition challenge “Best of 2017" Alex Reipert

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/alexrisf/achievements
www.instagram.com/alexrlsfilho
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lexander Sviridov is photo-artist from Toronto
Canada. He studied art design in Russia. Over the
years he developed passion in Photography. His
preffered style is fine art photography. He combines

old masters art with surrealistic ideas to create true masterpieces
of unique recognizable photo art.

Top Photo Winner
challenge “Composites"
Alexander Sviridov

mEXﬂﬂdEP S\llpldﬂ\l Canada

Many of his photos are edited to look like paintings.
He is always eager to find new and creative ideas to project

them in his art. His youngest daughter is his inspiration.
You can see her in many of his art pieces. His pictures were
recognized worldwide and won multiple international
photo awards. He is Multiple winner in Gurushots,
Viewbug, Photocrowd and 35 awards. Gold medalist in
Trierenberg Super Circuit photography contest 2019.




Guru pick challenge “Steampunk!" - Alexander Sviridov #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 19
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From above, left:

Top Photo Winner
challenge “Photos of Photographers®;

Top Photographer Winner
challenge “Editing";

Top Photographer Winner
challenge “Conceptual Photography”.

Photos: Alexander Sviridov




Guru Pick - Challenge “The Best Photographer”

Photos: Alexander Sviridov

Top Pick Winner - Challenge “Stories Through a Window”

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/alexsvirid/achievements
www.instagram.com/alexander_sviridov_photoart
www.facebook.com/alexander.sviridov.75

www.viewbug.com/member/Alexander_Sviridov#/Alexander_Sviridov/awards?filter=vbawards
www.photocrowd.com/photographer-community/108627/awards/

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 21




Photos.EXT #2

am a Scottish landscape photographer, currently living

in Finland. My studies were first in law and then in

computing and I spent two decades in the technology

industry before taking a career break in 2017. I have
spent the last two years travelling through Europe with my
camera.

My interest is in the outdoors. I love to travel and to
walk about in beautiful and peaceful places and my interests
have always reflected that. In my teens, twenties and thirties
my free time was all spent walking around golf courses but
as my forties approached problems with my back made
that increasingly difficult. I had always had an interest in
photography but I didn’t know much about it, I decided to buy
my first camera in the beginning of 2015 and (to my slight
surprise) I became immediately obsessed with photography.

In my times as a golfer I played in a lot of
competitions (locally, nationally and internationally) where
wins were the target and scores or rankings were the way to
measure your progress. When I started with photography I
looked for an equivalent measurement system and for that
reason I ended up in photography competitions, starting with
GuruShots. Winning the third GuruShots challenge that I
entered provided me with a lot of encouragement to continue.
As time has passed I have seen that wins, scores and rankings
are not necessarily a great way to measure art and these have
become less important to me.

My preferred genre is landscapes and within that
I am most fascinated by mountain scenes - mountains can
provide such a strong vertical element to the images and
break up the boredom of a horizon. My favourite shooting
destinations have been northern Norway, southern Germany,
Slovenia and Iceland. As I develop in my photography I have
started to be interested in more intimate landscapes rather
than grand scenes, I think that might be the direction I move
towards in the future. I also love to shoot birds and wildlife
and I use that to refresh my ideas whenever I feel like I need
a break from landscapes.

=

Andy Fowlie scotiand

At the beginning I learned a lot from competing,
it was very useful to see what kind of pictures were
popular with people and to try and understand why some
of my images went better than others. The competitions
encouraged my photography and I was motivated to try
and succeed. As time has gone by , with multiple wins
behind me, those benefits and motivations have reduced
and so has my participation. I now enter challenges only
occasionally.

In GuruShots I have been printed in 7 exhibitions

Myllykoski Rapids - Finland, 2018 - Guru Pick and Digital Exhibition - Andy Fowlie

and displayed digitally in over 30 more, my pictures have
been printed in 5 photography magazines and I had a
photograph in the “Big Nature” book. My pictures have
also been used in a number of GuruShots articles.

I currently prefer to compete on Photocrowd where
I also have more than ten contest wins and have regularly
been in the top 20 photographers in their leaderboard which
is a photographer ranking based on results across all their
competitions.




Photo: Andy Fowlie Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/andyfowlie/achievements _
www.facebook.com/andyfowliephotography/ #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 23
www.andyfowlie.com




Andy Fowlie

Pretty in Pink - Lofoten - Norway, 2019 - Top Pick winner “Pastel Colors”

'r: I - . 1R -
s J-’ 4 ¢ =R gt !
8 LA

oy

Peaceful purple pastels on an Arctic beach - Skagsanden, Lofoten, Norway, 2019
Top Photographer “Photographic Hot Spots”




R e, o

it mn:![:t:i

Peaceful Lofoten - Norway, 2018 - Top Photographer “"Show Me The World” Andy Fowlie

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 25
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lady (now a friend), one day phoned me and

asked if she could enter one of my photos that she

saw in a local newspaper under her own name in

a Gurushots competition. I said, “no”, you may
not, and asked what competition and where. She then told me
about Gurushots and that’s how I started to participate. within
the first month I have won the Mellow Yellow competition
with landscapes of yellow canola, a yellow rose and a yellow
wall. The gurushots bug had bitten me... and for the next
three years [ was a very active member of Gurushots and won
Top Photographer Gurushots 12 times, Top Photo Winner 3
times. And received 78 guru picks. I have since become too
busy with the writing of a book to really participate fully, but
hopefully will again.

Photography and especially that of people, had
always been a passion. I received my first lessons from my
father, a keen photographer and artist, who gave me my first
camera, an Agfa, when I was eight or nine. Many years later,
in 1992, I upgraded to a Pentax SLR film camera. After
meeting and marrying Maré Mouton, an experienced graphic
designer and photographer, in 2003, we started producing
a magazine, Village Life. That and digital cameras have
allowed me to revive my latent interest in photography, this
time with constructive criticism and guidelines from Maré
who had worked in journalism, graphic design, photography
and public relations in South Africa and Namibia. I prefer to
work with available light.

In October 2007, I held my first exhibition, titled
“Portrait of a Village”, with 56 of the over 50 000 photos I
had taken of Stanford’s residents over a period of only five
months during the village’s 150th year. More than 400 people
attended the opening of the exhibition and it was said that
my use of available light “reminded of that used by the Old
Dutch Masters” in painting. In February 2008 a large-format
book, Stanford 150 : Portrait of a Village, was published with
text and over 500 photographs by myself and the design and
layout by Maré. The book depicts a broad spectrum of the

[

Annalize Mouton south arica

people currently living in the village: white, coloured and black,
young and old, rich and poor, the landowners and the landless,
the workers and the loafers. All the photographs were taken using
only available light. Portrait of a Village attracted attention both
from local reviewers and overseas. “Annalize’s unique style of
capturing natural light and the essence of her subjects”, resulted
in an invitation from people in the Netherlands to have my photos
exhibited there. An exhibition of 22 photos was on show in Podium
Mozaiek in Amsterdam Bos en Lommer and in the Scagon theatre
in Schagen. And in January 2009 the full selection was on show
in the Suid Afrika Huis on Keizersgracht in Amsterdam.

In 2009 I exhibited in Bellville, Cape Town. This was
followed by a combined exhibition — Portraits of Three Villages,
with and in Liichow, Germany, and with and in Fermignano,
Italy.

Photos: Annalize Mouton

Top Photographer “Bursts of Laughter”

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/annalizemouton/achievements




Johan Louw - Top Photographer “Side Portraits” Annalize Mouton

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 27
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Favorite Time

Photos: Annalize Mouton

Golden Light
Top Photographer “Mellow Yellow”

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 29




Antonio Mingione sy

am born in 1977 in the city of Capua, Italy. I’'m work
in italian Airforce. I started self study photography in
2016 when I was sent in mission for 3 years in United
States .

My Interest in photography was born in that year
when my wife Patrizia asked me learn more about role and
techniques to make good pictures for our trip around United
States. So it became like a drug for me and totally change my
life. Now 1 still study a lot of books to improve my skills.
I prefer landscape, macro and street photography but now
I see everything around me with different eyes, I’'m always
looking for something really interesting to catch with my
camera. I want say thank you Patrizia for opening my eyes.

My first challenge was about murals. 1 love
participate in guru’s challenges for inspiration and for learn
always something new from other photos and photographer.

Through the rocks - Moab (Utah) Lights in Los Angeles - Los Angeles (California)

Photos: Antonio Mingione

Monument view - Monument valley (Utah)

The old Italian street - Casertavecchia (Italy)

r top photo winner in Empty street challenge.
il
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Rocks concert - Moab (Utah) - top photo winner in Holiday challenge - Antonio Mingione

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 31
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Black snake or white snow - Taos (New Mexico) - Antonio Mingione

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/MingioShot/achievements
www.instagram.com/antonio_mingione_photos
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100006627315530
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Hangry Owl - Alamogordo (New Mexico) - top photo winner in Animal close-ups challenge - Antonio Mingione #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 33



Anupam Hatul 1nei

nupam Hatui, born in 1982 in India, male, having  challenge, Covers Photo Contest Vol 45, World Photography Day
a great deal of interest in the art of landscape = Photo Contest 2018, The First Light Photo Contest etc.
photography. I am a IT Techie by profession - Won Corporate photography award in landscape category -
but live in my dreams pursuing my hobby and 2018
passion in photography. Blessed with an opportunity to live - Featured in articles published by Picfair
in New Zealand, I learned a lot admiring the beauty of the
natural landscapes of the country. Learning and practice were
the pillars of my journey, not to mention watching the works
and collaborating with renowned kiwi photographers greatly
enhanced my skills. Staying for six years in paradise gave
me ample opportunities to feel the vibe of nascent beauty of
mother nature and this has been a great inspiration to me.

Pixoto was the first platform where I presented my
works and was amazing to get some early success. I could
remember one of my shot ‘Auckland Skyline at dusk’ taken
from One tree hill domain was awarded with the top 10
rank.

Landscape and astrophotography are my styles. 1
like long exposure techniques, wide angle landscape shots,
nightscape shots, etc. I like street photography and portrait
photography but my skills are not up-to the mark, so trying to
spent sometime learning the subject.

GS platform gives us a good opportunity to try new
techniques, ideas and judge the same against world class
photographers. I have learned new styles of photography and
keen to continue enriching my skills.

Though GS has given much recognition I managed
to get some success in different arenas and platforms.

- Published in Nat Geo Daily dozens in two occasions 2018
-19

- Interview published by Picfair - 2016

- Interview published by Shutterstock. - 2018

- ‘Behind the Lens’ published by Viewbug on 3 occasions
-2016 -2018

- Won Contests in Photocrowd, Pixoto.

- Won featured award in Viewbug on 10+ occasions few
worth to mention are: Winner in your best landscape photo

Cathedral - Cove beach, New Zealand

r Top Photographer Winner challenge “At the Beach™ - Anupam Hatui
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The Lonely Tree and The snow clad Buchanan Peaks
Lake Wanaka, South Island, New Zealand - Top Photo Winner challenge “Photos of the Month" - Anupam Hatui

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/anupamhatui/achievements

www.facebook.com/myhobbyphotography/

yourshot.nationalgeographic.com/profile/834886/#awards

www.viewbug.com/member/anupamhatui#/anupamhatui/awards ?filter=vbawards
www.photocrowd.com/anupamhatui/awards/

Moke Lake
Queenstown, New Zealand
Top Photographer Winner challenge “Majestic Scenery"

Anupam Hatui
Photos.EXT #2
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Sunrise at Te Mata Peak - Napier, Hawkes Bay, New Zealand - Top Photographer Winner challenge “Nature’s Wonders" - Anupam Hatui

Maraetai at Twilight hour
New Zealand

Top Photographer Winner
challenge “Long exposure®
Anupam Hatui




Lion Rock - Piha beach - New Zealand - Top Photographer Winner challenge “The Horizon" - Anupam Hatui

Lavender Farm Te Awamutu - New Zealand
Top Photographer Winner challenge “Cover Photo"
Anupam Hatui

EXT Photo Magazine #2
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Christian Barret rance

am from the city of Colmar in the region Alsace,  photography by reading magazines, books and looking
France. I was Sector Director at La Banque Postale  videos. And of course looking other photographer’s works.
(Postbank) in Strasbourg. Retired since the Ist I start in photography when I was 18, with a Minolta

june 2019, I'm a self made photographer. I learnt  Reflex I bought for more than one month loan. And I allways
used it in automatic mode.

Funny isn’t it ? My first photo contest was “Abstract
in nature” for the Digital Photo Magazine in France. I won
with a frozen puddle B&W picture. After that, I won two
other magazine contests with photos that never won in GS.
Landscape is my speciality. For me it’s easier than people.

I think I have allways new thing to learn. And it’s ¥ -
why I take part in other challenges. Even if the winning =
pictures are not allways the best of contest, it’s an opportunity  1n the forest - France - Challenge “Trees”
to improve my skills.

I allways thought I was a good photographer, not
an excellent, so I participated only in one non competitive
exhibition. On demand of the Icelandic Consul in Strasbourg,
I exhibited 10 of my icelandic photographs in 2018. And
Sunrise with the geyser Strokkur this year one of my GS winning picture was published in an
Iceland - Challenge “The start” Australian Photo Magazine.

Photos: Christian Barret

Colmar - Little Venice
Top Photo challenge “Make me a cover photo”

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/christian.barret/achievements
www.facebook.com/christian.barret

www.flickr.com/photos/125253254@N06

www.instagram.comy/christian.barret/

Blue hour at Stokksnes - Vestrahorn - Iceland
Top Photo challenge “I wish I had taken this photo!”

S Achievements:
“ www.facebook.com/christian.barret/media_set?set=a.10213236529003869&type=3



Dolomites - Sunset close to Lago delle Baste (photo published by Better Photograph
challenge “Your most amazing Landscape”) - Christian Barret

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 39




as Ple s

_(,? HFreisrae .}dga TR

-F P 1 ,-.:_:.- b R

Green night at Grenivik - Iceland - Challenge “Atmospheric Phenomena” Christian Barret
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Crystal Tower - Paris - Challenge “Architecture in B&W” - Christian Barret
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y name is Csaba Mihalka. I’'m a semi-professional
Mphotographer and I started to try myself on the GS
at the beginning as a pioneer.

Everything was so different that time but I didn’t
upload any photo for a year and then I find very good friends
for the game and I got more inspiration to take photos and
start challenges that time.

I was very young when I started to blow in the
chemical smell in my uncle’s dark room. I always wanted
own camera, but I never get it that time,

I’m from a very poor family, so I just watched other
photographers, how to do it. I bought my own first DSLR
camera 10 years ago and when I went to the The college 1

Photos: Csaba Mihalka

Budapest bridge

Gsaba Mihdlka wungary

had the first SLR as well. I smelled again the chemical in the
darkroom more than 30 years later.

The first contest maybe when I applied the National
Geography Contest but I didn’t take seriously, usually I made
photos only for families and my one and I got invitation to
take photos on festivals.

I do everything if I have equipment for it. I like to
try everything and that’s why I loved Gurushots (GS) used
to be. The GS was very good (and my friends from there) to
try myself in everything not only to do those parts what is
helpful for the business. I won many challenges.

I had printed and digital exhibitions, by GS, in a
couple of bigger cities.

instagram.com/csaba_mihalka
www.facebook.com/dejavufo
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Photo: Csaba Mihadlka
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Abandoned Church - Csaba Mihalka
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Eric Valera spain

orn in Morocco, raised in Dover (UK) from
a French Mum and a Spanish Dad. I consider
myself a semi-profesional photographer as I do
not live 100% from Photography. I currently work
in Export. Fluent in English, French and Spanish.
I got my first digital camera when my son was due. A
Sony cybershot Smp about 13 years ago but only took family
shots. Little by little I started to work out the concept of how
cameras work. I was offered years alter a new unused Canon . . .
1100D for 100 euros and was organizing photo shoots two City of Arts and Smences_,rc:;alpel: gtlz
weeks later. So I guess from the moment I got that DSLR in Challenge “Architectural Wonders"
my hands I went crazy and discovered a new world. That was
7 years ago. Since then I have put many sessions, weddings
and comunions under my belt.
I have since last year changed from Canon to Sony
mirrorless Cameras. I have only competed in Gurushots, 1
promised to myself to stop competing when I left sport so it’s
a bit of a contradiction for me.
Where I have the most fun in Photography is through
portraits or Architecture by far and for different reasons.

Photos: Eric Valera

Guru Pick
Model: Rebeca Garcia Pardo
“ Challenge “2018 Best Female Portraits™




) ) ) The Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao - Eric Valera
Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/ericmandarina/achievements

www.facebook.com/Eric-Valera-Photography-857996450971532/
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The Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao

Photos: Eric Valera

Tower Bridge, London

EXT Photo Magazine #2




Model: Sara Carbo Pellicer - Photo: Eric Valera
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4 [
[Vﬂ B".ﬂ Hungary

y name is Biré Eva, I’'m from Hungary and I
live in a small city, Cegléd, with my husband
and my three sons. I’'m a teacher, I teach 6-7
year olds to write, read and count.

I travel a lot with my family around Hungary, I like
to capture the beauty of nature, plants and landscapes. My
first photography related memories are when me and my
father were sitting in a dark room developing pictures. I took
my first shots with my phone, I later started Gurushots with
these, which my friend suggested.

As I was watching the other pictures I realized that
I need to buy a camera. Two years ago I bought a Nikon
d3100 with two lenses. I never learned photography, I studied
famous pictures and tutorials. I would like to and I have to
learn and improve. Challenge “Your Best Shot fot TV"” Top Photographer Winner Challenge “Purple Power”

I like Gurushots, because it encourages me to make
pictures with new themes.

Challenge “World of Pastell Colours”

Photos: Eva Biré

50 p
“ Top Photo Winner Challenge “Anything Blue” - Eva Bir6



Top Photo Winner Challenge “Leading Lines!!” - Eva Biré
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Lake Balaton, Hungary - Eva Biré




Top Photographer Winner Challenge “Beautiful Shells” - Eva Biré

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/Eva_Biro/achievements #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 53
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hotography is an art that emerged in my life as

a radical passion after a long courtship. I have a

degree in economics and social communication

with a postgraduate degree in political science.
I worked for several years as a university professor in
these areas. In the 1990s, I got in touch with the work of
photographer Sebastido Salgado and that changed my life. I
began to take an interest in the photographic field by doing
some small work on journalism subjects and buying several
books from classic photographers. In 2009 a journey across
Europe radically changed my life. During this 10,000km
trip by train I got to daily photograph every single thing that
caught my attention. Upon my return to Brazil, photographing
became a regular practice filling much of my attention and
time. I ended up choosing to become a professional wedding
photographer. However, my interests went far beyond,
I engaged in street photography and the production of
Photojournalistic documentaries.

I have never had any interest in photo contests.
However, in 2016 I eventually found out about GURUSHOTS
website and started dedicating myself to photographic
challenges. These competitions were often difficult, with
high demands, having my work compared to the outstanding
presentations of so many photographers from all over the
globe. Lots of strategy planning, adrenaline and excitement
were involved in all these hikes. Over the course of three
years | had the great happiness of winning dozens of
challenges, placing myself among the most rewarded artists
on this platform.

Even though I tested my skills in challenges with
various themes, my focus was in exploring the characteristics
of the human being from a photojournalistic point of view,
aimed at capturing emotion at it’s apexChallenges like:
“The Big Smile”, “Age vs. Youth”, “Candid Photograph”,
“Wedding Emotions” and “Mothers” clearly show this trend
in capturing the emotive. While the focus of the above
mentioned was on joy and deep emotion,challenges like
“Loneliness” and “The essence of pain” emphasized on dark
sadness. The cinematic look is a strong characteristic of my
work and it made a good impression in the “Movie Scenes”

www.flaviosouzacruz.com

Flavio Souza Gruz sraz

and “Film Noir” challenges. “Photojournalism” and “Urban
Scenery” were very important competitions where I managed
to successfully highlight my passion for street photography.
In my career as a photographer, I photographed hundreds
of musical shows. Photos linked to the music themes can
also be seen in these awards. Participating in these contests
greatly improved my photographic skills and technique

by challenging myself for the better. This new level
resulted outstanding achievements in portraiture
themed competitions like “Beards and Mustaches” and
“Low Key Portraits”.

Iamdeeply honored for having the opportunity
to participate in this book and also for having you, the
reader, familiar with a small part of my work.

Top Photo Winner Challenge “2018 Best Candid!” - Flavio Souza Cruz

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/flaviosc6/achievements
500px.com/flviosouzacruz
Achievements: http://epifaniabr.blogspot.com/2018/08/gurushots-top-photographer.html



Nelson Magro - Top Photographer Winner Challenge “Beards and Mustaches” - Flavio Souza Cruz
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Top Photo Winner Challenge “Men’s Makkeup” Top Photographer Winner Challenge “The Big Smile”

Top photographer winner challenge “Sunglasses”.

r Photos: Flavio Souza Cruz
]




Film Noir - Flavio Souza Cruz
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iergo BakoS ungary

’m Gergo Bakos. I'm from Hungary. My main job is
as a programmer. [ was born in 1985. I have a family
with my two children, two girls and my wife. My
wife is also a lover of photography.

My wife and I wanted to have a baby and I wanted
to make better shots of her and then I bought a DSLR
camera (Nikon D7100). I thought if I had a good camera I
would take good pictures. I quickly realized that it would
not happen. I started to study on the internet, learned a
lot and realized that I was more and more interested in
knowing how it could be better and better.

I’ve never been a contest photographer. I posted
in facebook groups and then met the gurushots (GS).
My main themes are portraiture and landscape. At first I
mainly photographed pictures, now I photograph landscape
because I want to perfect myself, I feel that my landscapes
are still not good enough.

The challenge for me has always been adrenaline.
Never money, lenses etc. Just adrenaline. I liked the part of
the GS tactics and watched the other competitors.

At GS, I won about 34 challenges and about 30
top photos and a guru top pick. I won once in photocrowd
too, a landscape challenge.

Photos: Gergo Bakos

www.facebook.com/gergobakosphoto
www.instagram.com/gergo.bakos
www.photocrowd.com/gergobakos
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Photo: Gergo Bakos




Photo: Gergo Bakos

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 61



Photos.EXT #2

Gerrit Hoogmartens seigium

y name is Gerrit Hoogmartens and I live with
my two gorgeous daughters and my wife
in Zonhoven, a little town near Hasselt and
Genk (Belgium).

During the day I work as a project manager for a
Japanese company that produces medical devices. When I'm
not at work I love to spend time with my family or take long
walks with my dog Lewis and try to document the story of
his life.

Photography has always been a part of my life.
Some of my uncles are also photographers and I think that is
what inspired me to start taking pictures as well.

It really got a boost when Lewis came into my life.
He is my biggest motivator to continuous trying to improve
my photo’s.

I’ve posted some photo’s on photography groups  Winner challenge “"Make me Think”
on facebook but before I joined GS I never participated in a
challenge.

I'love to make photo’s of dogs and if I would have to
describe my style I would say that I like using techniques like
shallow depth of field, empty space and i have a preference
of the rule of thirds. When i edit my shots I try to keep a
balance between reality and phantasy.

I like the dynamics of the game, I love to look at all
the photo’s and it makes me wanna explore other subjects
than dogs.

My last biggest achievement was winning a Gopro.
Other than that some of my photo’s have been displayed in
Amsterdam, Madrid, Venice, Berlin and Las Vegas to name a
few.

Photos: Gerrit Hoogmartens

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/gerrit. hoogmartens/achievements

www.instagram.com/phantom_grey_lewis/
ﬂ www.instagram.com/perro.graphy/



Top Guru’s pick winner - challenge “Isolating the Subject” - Gerrit Hoogmartens
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“ Guru’s pick - challenges “My Favorite Shots!” and “Facial Expressions” - Gerrit Hoogmartens




Winner challenge “Your Best Magazine Shot” - Gerrit Hoogmartens #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 65
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ﬁuu KFIBP Luxembourg

orn in 1965, I am living with my wife and my

three children at the countryside in the Upper Stire

Nature Park in Luxembourg. Autodidact, I started

shooting in 2015. First successes in FB groups and
YouPic motivated me. I prefer landscapes that I often shoot
during my early morning walks with my dog Theo.

With my drone, DJI Mavic Pro, I try to show
different perspectives. “From Above” and “Chateau de
Vianden”. I also enjoy shooting Street Photography and try
as often as I can to capture those impressions.

Participating and success in contests on Viewbug,
Photocrowd and 35awards.

Photos: Guy Krier Shoe Cleaning The Lake - Photo with rank #1 and top photographer
Top Photo Winner Challenge “Street Photography” winner in challenge “Show your Pride”

Chateau de Vianden Mystic Forest
Top Photo Winner Challenge “Head in the Clouds” Top Photo Winner Challenge “In The Woods”




”

Simply Red - Top Photo Winner Challenge “"Compose with 3's” - Guy Krier
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From Above - Top Photo Winner Challenge “Looking Down” - Guy Krier




The Way - Top Photo Winner Challenge “The Path” - Guy Krier

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/KrierGuy/achievements
www.photocrowd.com/photographer-community/87646/
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elena Sousa, was born on August 15, 1975
in the city of Evora. Graduated in Chemical E Ena E uusa Portugal

Engineering from FCT / UNL and is a lecturer at

the Polytechnic Institute of Setiibal. Lives on the

Costa de Caparica. From early on she developed an enormous  the sites “Olhares” and “Reflexos Online”. Since then she has
taste for photography, but it was only in 2005 that she started never stopped in this infinite world that is photography.

in these ‘arts’, having started to publish the first works in She had the privilege of seeing two of her works
as a book cover and some photos in magazines, articles and
photography exhibitions. Currently, she participates actively
in several photographic challenges worldwide and has won
Ist place for many times. The great passion for photography
of abandoned places was born on the subject of one of these
challenges, whose theme was “Abandoned Spaces” It considers
that the photography is its form of expression, along with the
Latin dances and the Argentine tango.

Top Photographer Challenge “The Splash of Colors”

The Moment

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/helenampsousa/achievements
www.facebook.com/helena.m.desousa.9

70 https://aldeia-de-gralhas.typepad.fr/mon_weblog/2019/05/-des-lieux-
“ abandonn%C3%A9s-par-lobjectif-dhelena-margarida-de-sousa.html

Photos: Helena de Sousa
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Top Photo Winner Challenge “Abandoned Places” - Helena de Sousa
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Top photo and Top photographer “The color blue” - Helena de Sousa
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Jﬂne BJEkaI Norway

come from Eidsvoll in Norway (not far from Oslo,
capital of Norway). Here I live with my husband and
four cats! I have two grown children, both moved, but
fortunately live close by. I work as a health agent.

I started to get interested in photography 15
years ago when my daughter was about 4 to 5 years old. I
discovered that she liked to stand in front of the camera and
pose. That struck me as very entertaining and made me more
interested in photography. Finally, I started shooting animals
too, and that’s what I find more fun. Many people find it easy
to photograph, for example, cats, but no, it is not. A cat does
exactly what it wants and does not care what the photographer
is trying to do. It is very fun to photograph moving animals.

I also still shot many photos of my daughter. For
I have my own photographic model to practice! I’ve never
been to photography courses. Everything I know about
photography I learned by myself, reading articles on the
internet and looking at pictures of other people.

I do not participate in major photo competitions.
I’'m very active in GS. It is very fun. I also participate in
smaller competitions that I meet on the internet and in the
local newspaper. Besides the GS, I’'m in Pixoto, but less and
less. I also participated in Viewbug.

I like to take pictures of animals, especially cats and
dogs. And portraits of people. But I like to challenge myself
by trying new things.

All T do in GS is to participate in competitions.
I’ve tried to run some competitions, but none of them have
been accepted by GS. So I only participate in other people’s
competitions.

Hoovering Cat - Top photographer challenge “Dearest Pets” and challenge “Off the Ground" - Jane Bjerkli

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/janebj/achievements
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Top Photographer “Cat Portraits”

Photos: Jane Bjerkli




Top Photographer “Beautiful Duets” - Jane Bjerkli




Celine - Guru Pick “Models”

Photos: Jane Bjerkli

Top Photo “"Wedding Photos You Will Remember”
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lﬂr's lﬂfmﬂn Sweden

y name is Lars-Erik Lofman, I was born
and raised in Northern Sweden, in 1979, my
parents derived from Finland. I work at a
factory that manufactures aluminum.

In my upbringing I have always had access to a
camera so the photo interest has always existed for me. About
4 years ago I started to develop my photography by taking
the help of mentors/youtube and GS who could give me the
basic knowledge in photo. I also have several photographers
as role models.

I'think it’s important to check out other photographers
and photos you like. You can learn a lot by trying to think
about how the photographer thought when he took the
picture. But then it is important to find your own nich and be
lucky to catch the moment.

The first competition 1 participated in was at GS
in the spring of 2017. My favorite motifs to photograph are
landscape and seascape. What motivated me to attend where Photos: Lars Lé6fman
to win, [ wanted to be among the best. Outside the challenges
I’ve been featured on TV. I’ve only competed on GS.

!L

Top Photographer winner
“Piers and Pontoons"




Top Photographer winner “Piers and Pontoons" Lars Lé6fman

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/le.lofman/achievements #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 79




Photo: Lars Léfman
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Lehel Vass romania

was born in Transylvania, Romania, but I’'m
hungarian. At the moment I live in Nottingham (United
Kingdom).

I don’t remember but I think so minimum 20-25 years
ago I start to photograph with film (When I was child). Ten to
twelve years ago I changed the film to digital technic.

My favourite themes are People, people in willage,
willager moments, landscape, enviroment, fog, sometimes
animals-mammals. So I don’t have fix style. Two important
themes: People and enviroment (Landscape, fog).

I’'m a member of Mfvsz (World Federation of
Hungarian Photographers). I have plan to be Fiap member.

The Hermit When the Woman Looks Away

Joe

Photos: Lehel Vass

Achievements at gurushots:
https://gurushots.com/vlehel/achievements

h Silent
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The Shipwreck - Lehel Vass
#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 83




My Lovely Cows - Lehel Vass




Golden Light - Lehel Vass
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was born in a small town in Arkansas in July of 1976. I-I Sa Hu I I nwau USA

My parents moved our family to Washington state when

I was just three years old, and I grew up there. After

graduating from high school, I joined the United States
Navy and studied nuclear physics, working in the propulsion
plant of an aircraft carrier. My career was put on hold when
I gave birth to my first child in 1997. I dedicated my life to
raising my children, and have stayed home caring for them
ever since. | now have 11 children ranging in age from 3
years old to 22 years old. I currently reside in the mountains
of Northwest Arizona, but am relocating my children and I to
Kalispell, Montana this year. I can’t wait for new adventures
and photo ops!

I’ve always been an artistic person. When I was
younger, I’d spend countless hours drawing and painting.
I’ve had a love for photography as long as I can remember
as well, and you’d never see me without my camera. I still
have a photo album of pictures I took when I was just a little
girl. After my 5th child, Adrian, was born in 2006, I decided
I wanted to really dig into my photography hobby and learn ~ Top Photo challenge Photographer’s Choice Top Photographer challenge Age vs Youth
to take better portraits of my own children. As my hobby
progressed, and my wish list for expensive gear grew, [ decided
to open a small business offering my photography services to
other families. My business, LJHolloway Photography was
established in 2008 and is still going strong to this day!

I used to enjoy entering my photographs into the
local fair as a child. Since then, I’ve entered too many things
to mention...or remember!

My work is mainly focused on child and family
portraiture, but I also enjoy doing occasional landscape work
as well.

Gurushots is a lot of fun! It’s a great way to get
exposure for your work, as well as discover other inspiring
artists to follow. I also have a fierce competitive side. ;)

My work has been featured on The Daily Mail,
Huffington Post, My Modern Met, Professional Photographers
of America (PPMAG), and Digital SLR Photography
Magazine amongst many others.

Golden Daydreams - Top Photographer challenge No Rules

Photos: Lisa Holloway

Fire and Ice
Top Photographer challenge EnGENDERed



Top Photographer challenge EnGENDERed - Lisa Holloway
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Peaceful Waters - Guru Pick in twelve challenges - Lisa Holloway

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/ljhollowayphotography/achievements

www.ljhollowayphotography.com www.facebook.com/ljhollowayphotography
www.instagram.com/I[jholloway_photography www.instagram.com/ljholloway _photography _llc
500px.com/lisaholloway www.viewbug.com/member/lisaholloway
gallery.1x.com/member/lisah www.flickr.com/photos/desertrose76/




My Babies - Guru Pick in three challenges - Lisa Holloway

I've wanted a photo like this of my kids forever now. I finally did it! I love it so much!
Names and ages from L to R: Sylvie (22 months), Gabriel (4 1/2), Elliott (6), Octavia (8
1/2), Camille (9 1/2), Quentin (10 1/2), Adrian (11 1/2), Theron (15), Damien (almost
17), Calista (almost 19), and Clint (20).
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Louis Benzell usa

m a Photographer from USA. I’ve been shooting photos since I was  tournament; FAA for the Atlantic city Air Show; Grucci Fireworks; Local and on

a kid and studying photography since I was in high school. location Events; and many Weddings.... My Photos are also sold in many local
I became a Barber 35 years ago and started to network the two... in  gift shops and Galleries and can be found on US Congressional websites.
the process I have developed clients, friends, connections, and many I enjoy shooting Street Photography most and on GuruShots have been

people that have brought my passion for photography to the mainstream  printed in books; Displayed in 13 Exhibitions; and featured in their Meet The
where I have been involved as co chair in the USGA Senior Amateur golf ~ Guru Article. I have also won contests on ViewBug, Photocrowd and YouPic.

One Misty Morning - top photo winner in challenge “People & Water”

wO0Ot - Photo with rank #1 and top photographer winner
in challenge “Camouflage in Nature”

Photos: Louis Benzell

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/CutsnShoots/achievements

www.photocrowd.com/photographer-community/172654/
www.viewbug.com/member/CutsnShoots
“ www.gurushots.com/article/meet-the-guru-cutsnshoots1
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Photos: Louis Benzell
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Photos: Louis Benzell
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arco Antonio Perna is an IT professional

and Researcher, with a Master’s degree in

Systems and Computing from IME-RJ, his

work was about “Image Compression”,
and a photography enthusiast. He was born in 1965 and
his interest in photography emerged even in the 1970s,
when he was only six years old and recorded his first
image. From then on, the interest was increasing until
in 1997 he took his first professional steps in the art of
photography.

He began his career as a photographer by
recording the II International Ballroom Dance Meeting
in 1997 at the Hotel Gloria (Rio de Janeiro), when
he realized that just photographing did not meet his
need to express himself. He saw the importance of
documenting the events he photographed, and that was
how photojournalism came into his life.

In 1997 he created the website dancadesalao.
com (the Brazilian Ballroom Dance Agenda), where
one of his activities was the photographic coverage of
ballroom dance events. It was a time when the
internet as we know it today has taken its first steps. The
photos were to leverage the advertisements of the portal
dancadesalao.com, at that time the websites were still
important and dancadesalao.com received about 1,000
hits per day. In times when few actually accessed the
internet, that number was very good for an independent
website.

The photographs were posted in very small
size, in quality and dimensions in pixels (320 x 240 for
example). It was necessary that the pages be very light
so that the average user that accesses with the internet
“dialed” of about 1/4 mega could see comfortably the
published photos. In 1999 Marco Antonio Perna bought a
Kodak digital camera of a megapixel that was enough to
the job. His Nikon FE with 50mm 1.4 lens was being left

Marco Antonio Perna e.az:

Top Photo Winner Challenge: “Mother to Be”
Model: Jessyca Reis - Photo: Marco Antonio Perna

for more important moments, until being sold around
2003.

Nowadays, with more than 20 years of
career, he has also been an event photographer and
photographic sessions in other dance modalities, such
as: Belly dancing and Arabic Folklore, Jazz, Ballet,
Gypsy Dance, Tribal, Flamenco etc. In addition to
photo sessions, editorials etc, outside the dance.

He has articles on photography published
on websites such as fotografia-dg.com and in
magazines such as Digital Photographer Brazil 56.
His photographs have already been published in the
magazine Fotografe Melhor and in other diverse print
or digital media. He participated in photographic
competitions of photographic associations such as
Photo Nature Brasil and the Brasilia Photo Show
Festival. In both competitions his photos received a
silver medal.

On websites, initially viewbug.com, he has
several victories in photographic disputes. And lastly
the website gurushots.com, where he has several
victories as well. In Gurushots his photos have
been selected for two books and some articles. He
participated in print and digital exhibitions around the
world. He was the second Brazilian to reach the status
of guru winning a challenge and the first world guru,
without employment bonds with gurushots, to run his
own challenge. Previously only gurus pros (contracted
by the gurushots) could run challenges.

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/maperna/achievements

www. marcoantonioperna.com.br

www.iphotochannel.com.br/?s=marco+antonio+perna

www. fotografia-dg.com/author/marco-perna/

www. flickr.com/photos/marcoantonioperna/albums

www.viewbug.com/member/marcoantonioperna
www.facebook.com/marcoantonio.perna.7
www.instagram.com/marcoantonioperna



Sunset Belly dancer - Dancer: Milenah Saree - Grumari - Rio de Janeiro - 2015 - Top Photo Winner - Marco Antonio Perna
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Samba Dancers - Gaffe - Cia. Aérea - Rio de Janeiro - 2015 Eyes - Model: Geisa Luchese - MUA: @olillian
Featured in article, guru pick and top 10 Top Photo Winner Challenge “Book Cover”

SAARA streets - Rio de Janeiro - 2018
Photo with rank #1 and top photographer winner in challenge “Urban BW” Football at Ipanema Beach - Rio de Janeiro - 2018

Top Photo Winner Challenge “Footbal (Soccer)” #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 97
Photos: Marco Antonio Perna
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come from a small village in the Swiss Alps. Born in - -
1974. 1 played ice hockey for a long time and came to M I G h a BI M Ettl E p Switzerland
photography late. This was in 1998 when I undertook
my three-month trip to Thailand. Through my job and

then as an independent owner of a tinsmith I have neglected

photography for a few years. When I suffered a silent heart

attack in July 2005, I had to step down. Since then I have

more time to devote myself to my hobby - and that’s fun!

I lived in Thailand with my wife and daughter between

2008 and 2016, which is paradise for a passionate amateur

photographer. As my performance decreases more and more,

I changed my photo style. I used to love being out in nature,

loving to explore and photograph landscapes. Today, my

photos are more studio burdened, which meant a complete

rethinking and re-learning the photography.

I came to Gurushots in 2014, when the whole site
was still in its infancy. [ was also allowed to win a few times
which surprised me very much. I think my pictures are good
but there is still a long way to go to the level of some top
photographers on the page and in the group.

One of my highlights with Gurushots is that I was

the first to collect 1°000°000 GS points, it is easy today, but
a long way in the beginning of GS. Also, I has a photo in the
book “Everyday Cbjects”. Then there were three exhibitions
with a printed picture and some as a digital picture. And
last but not least, four images have been selected for Online
Magazines.

Photos: Michael Mettier




Top Photographer Winner challenge “Nature’s water reflections” - Michael Mettier

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/MichaMettier/achievements

www.instagram.com/michamettier/
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Photo: Michael Mettier
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Photo: Michael Mettier
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Paulo Rapoport e:az

razilian, born in Sdo Paulo in 1960. I graduated

Sociologist and I am a Public Official of the

City Hall of Sao Paulo. My second activity since

adolescence has always been music. As a bass
player I played professionally in several places. Photography
came into my life about 6 years ago. So my first photographic
subject is music. I photograph music show and in my studio
I produce material for CDs and divulgation. The second most
present subject in my photography are my travel photos.
Photos of Iceland, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Ethiopia, Cuba, etc.
are very successful in Gurushots.

The success in the GS encouraged me to participate
in other photographic challenges. I won twice Honorable
Mention at Bienais no Brasil (2017 and 2018). I won FIAP
Honorable Mention in Photo Nature (2017) and Gold Medal
in Photo Nature Brazil (2019). In 2018 I was among the top
10 in the international contest Wordwide Photowalk promoted
by Scott Kelby. Currently besides my personal website (www.
paulorapoport.com), I maintain a site where I put my photos
of musical presentations. (www.themusicstages.com).

Violin (winner Musical Instruments)

Kathmandu Market - Nepal

Photos: Paulo Rapoport Top Photographer and
W Top Photo winner




e

Women Dassanets dancing - Ethiopia (GP Group of People) - Paulo Rapoport
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Cesar & Railce (winner Couple Close-ups) - Paulo Rapoport




Mestrinho ! (GP Music) - Paulo Rapoport
Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/prapoport/achievements
www. paulorapoport.com
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Pegoy Matchkine Gano rrance

live in France and I work in real estate. I do a lot of
hikes and so a lot of pictures. I always took pictures
but it was during the holidays, or to have fun. I wanted
to progress and I bought a Canon 6D two years ago. |
looked for tutorials to learn and I knew a girl on a facebook
group who advised me Gurushots. I did not feel like it at first
because I did not want it to take too much time. Finally I got
into the game and it took a lot of time! This game pushed me
to do themes that I never did and I progressed enormously.
The themes I prefer are the landscapes with snow.
I love to shoot doors... as people have seen on gs! I never
understood why it works so much! I really like doing still
lifes. I installed a special room for this and I have a lot of
objects.

At gurushots I won many themes of colors Elisa - Puy en Velay (June 25, 2019) - center of France The Red Tree - April 23, 2017 in Switzerland
(red, yellow, white, multi colors and blue especially) and Winner Challenge “Woman Beauty in Color” Winner Challenge “Minimalism”
challenges on very diverse themes: still lifes, portraits, metal,
imperfections, minimalism, fields, mountains, shoes, horses,
cattle, barns, light, clouds, night city, winter, round, marinas
etc.

Today what motivates me is to win challenges that I
have never won, like bridge, looking up, path, mist....

I participated in two exhibitions with gurushots,
Berlin and Amsterdam. Outside, I have two photos that have
won competitions and that have been enlarged in size 2
meters by 3 and exposed on the wall of a city.

I do not participate in other sites because I do
not have time. I just take care of a page “the frontal in the
Cevennes” https://www.facebook.com/lefrontal/ where I put
pictures of this region. There are 1160 subscribers.

Magics Trees - Saint Didier en Velay (January 23, 2019) OIld Mountain Chalet - Saint Jean d’Arves (December
- center of France - Winner Challenge “Your Vision” 25, 2016) - French Alps - Winner Challenge “Barns and

Photos: Peggy Matchkine Farm Buuildings”

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/Pepette/achievements



The olds objects of the Régis - February 21, 2018. center of France - Winner Challenge “Still Life” - Peggy Matchkine
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Blue door - Saint André (September 10, 2017) - center of France
Winner Challenge “Anything Blue” - Peggy Matchkine




Alone in lavender
Composite from “Le Cailar” (June 9, 2017) - south of France and from “La Croix de Chaussitre” (November 4, 2018) - center of France.
Winner Challenge “Create the Shot” - Peggy Matchkine
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was born and live in Hungary. I am an amateur
photographer. I’'m in old age and started very late in
this hobby. I go to a park where I know a lot of happy
kids, which is why my main subject is children’s
photography, but I like to try other subjects too.

Arabella in Lavender

dunafotoklub.hu/kiszner-piroska/

500px.com/piroskakiszner
“ www.facebook.com/piroska.kiszner.9

Piroska KiSZner uungary

I am a GS member for the last three years. I had
so many struggles and disagreements with others that I
came out of it, but I never gave up and started over from
the beginning, so I was Guru four times and ran my own
challenges as well. The GS game is just good fun for me.

GS is not the main place for me in photography.
I am a member of other photographic organizations:
Hungarian  Photocopying Association and FIAP,
International Federation of Photographic Art.

My photos went to Hungarian and international
photography competitions. So I have 188 photos in 13
countries, digital and print format too. I have many gold,
silver and bronze medals and have received special award
also in my country and others. I also had exhibitions of my
photos.

Photos: Piroska Kiszner

Angel of Light

Faceless



Girl in Lavender - Piroska Kiszner
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Autumn Mood - Piroska Kiszner
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ative of Sdo Paulo, has worked in several branches,

but always taking photography, his great passion.

He started to enjoy photography at the age of 16,

helping in the sets for a professional photographer,
when he bought his first camera Praktica Mtl 3 The passion
for photography did not stop growing. Born in 1960.

He worked as a photographer in the SBF group
(Centauro Esportes) and now owns a studio in Extrema /
MG, where he settled. He is the official Extrema town hall
photographer, also he does studio work, catalogues and have
a passion for nature shots.

In the changes that life provides he held a series of
exhibitions in Sdo Paulo and Extrema (Brazil), Fort Lauderdale
(USA) and London (England).

His works has been published in several media, such
as: National Geographic (“Stare”, next page), Jornal da Tarde,
Diario de s@o Paulo, magazines like Isto E, Claudia, Terra da
Gente, Digital Photographer Brasil (“Hi!”, below) etc...

In the diversity of performances, from illustration to
books, photojournalism, photography to products and nature,

this mix of styles makes up your brand. Top Photo Winner challenge “Reptiles & Amphibian Ballet Luiz Henrique

he has participated in the Guru Shots since day one,
unfortunatly today he doesn’t have the time to be there more
frequently, because he has two full time jobs, he own a small
hotel in the top of mountains and a photographic studio. But
in the spare time he stop by to check the work of fellows
photograhers, that for sure provides him a great inspiration.

Photos:
Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues
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Big Bang
Ballet Luiz Henrique




Morte e Vida Severina - Ballet Luiz Henrique - Sistema Cantareira - Photo: Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues
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Dancer Jackson Liee - Ballet Luiz Henrique - lighting: Valbieres Lopes - Photo: Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues




Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/ricardo/achievements Stare - Extrema Mostra Teatro - Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues
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y name is Richard Boose and I am a family / wedding H = h d B
photographer in Northern Ontario, Canada. I G a r' u u s e Canada

I started photography about 15 years ago just taking
photos of my oldest son and a few nature photos when we
lived in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. I enjoyed the experience of
getting out of the house and seeing nature in a different light.
I was not very good at photography yet and never imagined it
as a career, it was really just a hobby that included automatic
camera settings and family outings to local parks.

Eventually I moved away from the city to a small
northern town surrounded by forest, lakes and hills. This is when
I started to take a more serious approach to photography when I
cracked down and learned the different camera settings, how to
manipulate light and how to edit photos in both lightroom and
photoshop.

I realized I wanted to make a go of professional
photography so instead of focusing on landscapes and nature so
much, i started to aim my attention to shooting people, families
and children instead. I realized there is always a market if
your good at landscape or macro, but its a hard one to get into
professionally, but with people there are customers everywhere ~ ToP Photographer . ; Top Photographer o
looking for photographers on a daily basis, so this is where i challenge “"2018 Most Creative Shots challenge “Children in Black & White
turned my attention to.

Eventually I launched a private photography business
doing family, children, couples and weddings and its been what
i loved ever since. To date, I do much photography work for
the city of Elliot Lake including media publications and events.
Elliot Lake often provides me with media access to many
major activities and events that usually require admissions or
bookings.

My preferred style is capturing innocent children in
unposed, natural moments. In post production I love blurred
backgrounds bringing in a matte finish while making the
subject pop slightly. I am a fan of adding signature light rays,
color tones and skies to my finished products.

I have won online photography contests on both
gurushots & photocrowd, the only two sites I have ever joined.
Gurushots originally inspired me to step outside the box and try
new ideas. But since there are so many good photographers in
many many subjects, I have lately preferred to stick with my
comfort zone and work more on perfection with portraits since
there is still much to learn ahead!

“ Photos: Richard Boose

Top Photographer
challenge “Children”




Top Photo Winner challenge “Newborn & Baby” - Richard Boose #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 119




Top Photo Winner challenge “Lovely moments” Guru Pick challenge “Weddings”
Photos: Richard Boose

www.northernexposures.ca www.facebook.comy/elliotlakephotography

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/RichardBoose/achievements
0
I www.instagram.com/northernexposuresphotography
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Guru Pick challenge “Solitude” - Richard Boose
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orn in Milan (Italy) in 1973, I’'m a self-taught
portrait and travel photographer based in Palma de
Mallorca (Spain). I’'m graduated in Engineering,
sporty, skipper and I loves to travel.
From an early age, I discovered myself as a backpacker
but only in 2013, I started to explore my great love for
photography. After many years working as Sales Manager,
in 2015 I decided to quit my job and change my life at all.
At the begin of the same year, my first exhibitions have been
held in Milan and Bergamo (Italy). Furthermore, I started up
the collaboration with a press agency in Birmingham (UK).
In June 2016 I opened my permanent exposition in Singapore
and Palma de Mallorca (Spain).

In2018Ilaunched my own photographic expeditions
offer for passionate travelers. In 2019 I became one of the few
and very selected authors for Luka.Art, a Brazilian platform
for contemporary photographic art focused on the interior
design. At present, National Geographic, GEO Magazine,
Daily Mail, The Times, The Daily Telegraph, Civilization,
Life Force Magazine, Shot! Magazine, Dagospia.com,
Repubblica.it, L’Eco di Bergamo, INDEX.HR, Photography
Masterclass, Inter Photo Magazine, GSP Magazine, Capture
Mania Magazine, Sapo Photo Magazine and other media
worldwide published articles surrounding me and my
works.

A selection of my most iconic photos are available
as a Limited ?Edition prints and I currently have published
eight books titled “Iran”, “Nepal Mandala”, “Ethiopia:
Cradle of Civilization”, “People”, “Cambodia: Land of
Gods”, “Namasté”, “The Timeless Valley” and “Streets of
the World”.

The first contest I partecipated was the “Portrait
Awards 2015” of LensCulture. I didn’t win but at the end of
the contest my photo has been awarded with a free portfolio
on Lensculture as it was one of the photo more rated.

I like to take picture of portrait, people and street
photography. The main motivation of my participation in the
challenges is to improve my skills, find new inspiration and
incentives to continue growing in this wonderful art.

Concerning achievements on GuruShots [ have been
interviewed for a “Meet the Guru” article and my photos
have been selected to take part to the exhibitions at the Qlick
Gallery (Amsterdam, Netherlands, December 2017), the

Photos: Roberto Pazzi

Roberto Pazzi 1.,

Valid World Hall (Barcelona, Spain, January 2019), the
Xpozer’s New Gallery (The Hague, Netherlands, January
2019) and Palazzo Ca’ Zanardi Cannaregio (Venice, Italy,
June 2019).

I has been invited to share my works in many
exhibitions around the world, including the Mart
Photography Center (Ekaterinburg, Russia, May 2017),
The Brick Lane Gallery (London, UK, June 2017), the
International Festival of Mediterranean Photography
(Trapani, Italy, September 2017), the central museum of
Chelyabinsk (Russia, May 2018), PhotoKina (Cologne,
Germany, September 2018), Poppy Ball 18 (Riyadh
Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, November 2018), ImageNation
2019 (Desenzano, Italy, April 2019), Oborishte Gallery
(Sofia, Bulgaria, May 2019) and CASACOR (the second
world event for design, Sao Paulo, Brazil, June-August
2019). At the moment I’m organizing an exhibition for the
National Geographic in Tehran (Iran).

Concenring contests, I took part to many contest
including ViewBug, Fotocontest, PhotoCrowd, National
Geographic, LensCulture and others.

o

Portrait of an elderly man - Agra, India - Won “Top
Pick Award”

Achievements at gurushots:
gurushots.com/RobertoPazziPhotography/achieve-
ments

robertopazziphotography.weebly.com/
www.instagram.com/roberto_pazzi _photography/

Sunrise at Bromo, Semeru, Tangger National Park
(Java, Indonesia). Won “Top Pick Award”

Award”

= 1 B
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The Nasir al-Mulk Mosque characterized by an exten-
sive coloured glass in its facade (Shiraz, Iran). Won “Top
Pick Award”



Portrait of a young Dani archer - Papua, Indonesia - Won “Top Pick Award” Roberto Pazzi

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 123




N
~
Q
Q
£
]
Q
Q
-4
”r
@
<
g
©
jo.
)
o
2
o
c
o
Q
P2
C
S
=
1

Dani leader with his warriors - Papua, Indonesia
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Portrait of a sadhu
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Tamés Bﬂkﬂs Hungary

was born in Hungary in 1977, where I live in a small

town in Gyongyds. I am married and the father of two

wonderful girls. I studied hospitality and now I am

a director at an events house. I used to write fishing
articles for websites and newspapers. There was need for high
quality photos in the articles, so I bought my first camera.
I wanted to make good quality photos, so I started to learn
photography techniques. My brother delved into the subject
because he had completed a photography school at the time.
Five years ago, | became interested in nature photography,
first I started with macro photography and then I started
taking pictures of birds. Since then, I have been shooting
birds to admire the animal world as closely as possible.

Sometimes [ photograph abandoned buildings
and family portraits. Last year I had a talk about nature
photography, which I received positive feedback. In
Hungarian contests I started with variable success. My best
result was a photo of 3rd prize and a prize of 2nd place. My
photos are in a nature book, and they were printed in various
GS exhibits.
I started playing at GS a few years ago. The first time

I thought I would not have a chance to win with my photos.
But then I noticed the taste of site visitors and learned the
tactics I was able to do. My first victory was wonderful. We
were very excited with my brother and his wife together. I will
not forget this feeling until now. Later I got more challenges.
I do not remember, how many exactly, but could be more
than 50 in total. I know so many nice people and friends on
the site, thanks to gs for this. The best thing is to create a
community. I do not have my own website, some photos can
be found on my facebook page. But I rarely send my photos
there. In many cases, it is more important for me to have the
moment [ get from nature than the finished photo.

Photos: Tamas Bakos
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Photo: Tamas Bakos

www.facebook.com/tamas.bakos.77
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Photos: Tamas Bakos




Photo: Tamds Bakos
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Valeria Schmidt nungary

am from Hungary but I live in Austria. I am a hobby

photographer. I like travelling and hiking. It is very

important for me take shots during my trips to save the

moment forever. I like Gurushots because I can see a
lot of beautiful shots.

I have been member on Gurushots more than for two
years. After half a year participating I became Guru. I missed
one “guru pick” to become a Guru at that time. Now I have
110 Gurus Pick, I have participated on 12 exhibition. I have
won many times.

I think my photography skills are better than earlier,

but I am not satisfied.

Photos: Valeria Schmia¢ 1 he historical town Bergamo - Italy Dolomits - Italy

Kaprun - Austria

I Lake Braies - Italy




Bath House at Lake Balaton - Hungary, Keszthely. Valeria Schmidt #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 131




I Castle of Neuschwanstein - Germany. Valeria Schmidt




Manarola - Italy. Valeria Schmidt #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 133

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/schv57/achievements
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assilis Mathioudakis was born in 1972 in the city

of Heraclion Crete Greece. I studied Archaeology

and History of Art at the University of Crete. I

graduated in 1995. During my studies I started
“playing” with an Olympus manual camera. I’ve also had my
first experiments in the darkroom. Since 1997, I have worked
as a freelance professional photographer and photojournalist
in several magazines and newspapers in Greece, such as
NEA, Passport, Difono, Kathimerini, the music hall of Athens
and Athens festival, Vice etc. I currently work as a freelance
photojournalist.

I consider myself a social documentary activist
photographer and the last years I am totally focused on the
refugees. My dream is to photograph the refugees all over the
Mediterranean Sea, especially now that the media are not so
interested in them anymore.

Photography started as a game actually as a life
game. The B&W world was fascinating that era. All the
procedure of processing the film in the dark room was like
magic. I couldn’t believe that I had the chance to print my
own photos. I never thought that I will become a professional
photographer, it just happened especially cause I was everyday

Protesting against austerity

Vassilis Mathioudakis creece

at the streets observing people, protesting etc. It was a book! It was
published about at the end of 1990’s and it was about Greek artists
in general (photographers, painters etc.. The subject was an art
symposium and we exhibit the artworks that were selected.

My big love are portraits but my way of life as an activist
photographer made photojournalism the most important part of my
life. About 20 years I was photographing protests, homeless, social
and environmental incidents and the recent years I was involved
more with the refugees a real strong experience. For many years I
did also travel photography.

I started playing guru for fun. In a way it was an effort
to escape from my reality and it is interesting game also. I like to
observe what people prefer and vote. I realized that sunsets and
birds are the more powerful.

One photo was selected for exhibition by gurushots, and
another one was selected for sun newspaper (the burning cop).

Arrested thief

Anarchists against cops

City plaza refugee hotel

Achievements at gurushots: https://gurushots.com/vassilismathioudakis/achievements
Exhibitions in Greece:

- Athens on crisis documentary photography about the crisis in Athens 2013 March
https://camerastyloonline.wordpress.com/2013/03/19/vasilis_mathioudakis_ekthesi_fotografias_i_athina_stous_dromous_tis_Kkrisis/

Photos: Vassilis Mathioudakis

- Calypso’s dream 2014 Long exposures of Gavdos www. youtube.com/watch?v=tLACKAjie7U

London:

- Magnum swaps (PrintSpace), July 2017 www.theprintspace.co.uk/swap-shop-shortlist/

- Migrate (OMEARA) refugees, August - September 2017
- On Rain (Saatchi gallery) refugees February - March 2018 www.saatchigallery.com/schools/education_room.php



Lonely in the mist Gavdos - Vassilis Mathioudakis
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Trapped refugees in Eidomeni Greece - Vassilis Mathioudakis
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In the Photos.EXT magazine, issue #1, the photos of the participants of the group of Brazilians and Portuguese, mem-
bers of the gurushots were published. In this case, regardless of the status of the photographer, a photo has been
selected for publication. The credits of the cover is in the publication. The publication can be accessed at the link:

www.issuu.com/marcoantonioperna/docs/livrogsface2017
www.pubhtml5.com/eijq/mwde/




j GURUSHOTS

ALGUST 2017

BIG NATURE

Five Star Gurus Featured: Guy Krier, Marco Antonio Perna, Five Star Gurus Featured: Andy Fowlie, Annalize
Paulo Rapoport, Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues. Mouton, Anupam Hatui, Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues
Cover photo by Matthew Nelson - USA Cover photo by Rex Jones - USA

www.yumpu.com/en/embed/view/7R1SUhCObimNeVjk

Gurushots published books from the challenges:
Powerful Shots, Big Nature and Everyday Objects

\ : ‘I l & -.-i_/‘

Five Star Gurus Featured: Abbey Gatto, Anupam Hatui,

Louis Benzell, Marco Antonio Perna, Michael Mettier, Ricardo

Q.T. Rodrigues. Cover photo by Daniel Jakli

www.yumpu.com/en/embed/view/LZgAVMPzn8viKimt #2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 139



Photographic Gollective Photos.EXT

www.pluhma.com/photos_ext

Alex Reipert, Flavio Souza Cruz, Joscelin Soares,
Marco Antonio Perna, Paulo Rapoport & Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues

The objectives of Photos.EXT Photographic Collective are the exchange
of ideas for technical improvement and coordinated action for individual
and collective photographic goods, maintaining the photographic indi-
viduality, promoting publications, exhibitions photo shootings etc., all for
a better representation of our purpose. We have daily debates over the
internet and occasional annual meetings.

Alex Reipert

Top Photo winner challenge “Tell me your Story" -
Joscelin Soares



Ricardo Q.T. Rodrigues Model: Clara Custddio - Photo with rank #1 and top photographer
winner - challenge “Summer Portrait in Color”.
Marco Antonio Perna

Top photographer winner - challenge “Spectacles Featured in book “Powerful Shots".
and Sunglasses”. Fldvio Souza Cruz Paulo Rapoport
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Five Star Gurus Featured -

Photo: Orsolya Bitai




Photo: Mario Dragoi

#2 | EXT Photo Magazine | 143




S
S
o - \.Q?' .
.
1 hﬂ;’-‘"“!\h
x: i
ol - e =
¢ R
Ak
=¥y bl = o
‘#.;1,1:. y -
1 L
™
=2 .
R
- 'F,:-_
-
"
i

Photo: lldiko Bakos
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